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II.    RESPONSE TO GEPA 417 (a)

A.    Goals and Objectives:

During FY   1983,   the   Department's   principal   objectives   with   respect   to
this program were as follows:

o   Through the Secretary's Special Initiatives, to

-    stimulate the implementation  of the recommendations  of the National
Commission on   Excellence   in   Education  through   support   of   research
and demonstration activities, and

-    stimulate  research and demonstration  of effective means to  increase
parental choice,  promote  teacher   Incentives,  and   strengthen   school
boards.

o   Through the National Diffusion Network, to

-    disseminate   more   information   in   the    Secretary's   priority   areas,
especially 1n  technology applications,  adult literacy,  and teaching
of math and science,

-    increase   number,   quality,   and   geographic   spread   of  adoptions   of
exemplary efforts, and

-    provide technical assistance.

o   Through the Education Television and Technology program, to

-    continue to make available high-quality educational television
programming, particularly for children, and

-   assist States and localities 1n making good use of new instructional
technologies, notably microcomputers.

o   Through the Law-related Education Program, to

-    assist sites in making educational activities about the legal   system
part of the curriculum.

B.     Progress and Accomplishments

o    Fifteen   projects   were  funded  to  implement  the  National   Commission   on
Excellence 1n Education's recommendations, totalling just over $1
million.

o Proposals funded included a demonstration of Increasing parental choice
through open enrollment across a district's schools, 12 projects on
teacher incentives, and 3 on school boards.apter 2 Block Grant, the Department
